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ABSTRACT 

A description of the School for Documentalists and 
Special Librarians of La Plata National University in Argentina is 
provided. Some background material pertinent to the founding of the 
School is presented and the administrative relationship of the School 
to the University is discussed. Entrance requirements are specified, 
the course of study is outlined and the types of degrees awarded are 
listed, (PB) 
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A rgen tina ^ 

i^fHOUL FUR iJLi:LJht'uTALI STS AND SPtClAL LIBRARIANS 
(E.«5cuelB de dncumen tui istrjs y bihlio tecarios es 

peciali;'adns) '.'^ ' v'. ' : *' " 

AntRceden ts__in Argentin a 

In Argentina there is no school speci f ically devoted to the 
training of documentali sts or of assistants of information. The ante- 
cedents that exist nn this matter are: the first Course of documenta- 
lists that was delivered at the Facultad de Ciencies £xactas da la IJni- 
veisidad de duenns Aires (School of txact Sciences of Buenos Aires Uni- 
versity) in 1952 and was sponsored by the Direcci6n Kanional de Inves- 
ticjeciones Cientlficai5 y T^cnicas (iJational Direction for Scientific 
and Technical Research) ; the Kegional [bourse, organized by the Consejo 
hacional de I rives t ignciones j/ientificus y TScnicas (iMational Council 
for Scientific and Technical HesRsrch) and* the Centro de Cooperacirtn 
Cientlfica para la Ainfiricc3 Latina de la UU£5CD, this course took place 
in 1964 {23 Uovember-19 iJecember) ; the Course of documentation for re- 
searchers, sponsored by the Centre foi Scientific Dpcumsnta lion of the 
COMCET, this course was delivered in 1966 (11 JulyrS AuQustp.In 1969 
and 197L) similar courses were delivered again at the SOWICEY and fina- 
lly, in 1971), in the Lentral Library of La Plata University, Prof.Eng, 
Marcel Van Dijk delivered a course on "Automation and industrial infor- 
mation". This course was spMcially programmed for the School of Documen 
talists and Special Librarians that comes indar^^'the Central Library of 
L.a Plata University, 

Antec edRn t^ in other c:nuntries : 

At the international level, more and more dif f erentiat in n is 
being made between the trnining of the librarians that will work at na- 
tional, public and primary schools libraries, and that of thd ' documen- 
talists and assistants nf information that will perform theil^ duties 
at special libraries, acndamies^ dscumentation centres, company informa- 
tion services, public administration offices, etc. . , : 

Prof. H. dorko says in " I nf orma t ion Scienc e : What is^it? (Ame- 
rican Uoc, v«i9,n91, janu -Jry 196f; pp. 3-5): "Information science has be- 
come an interdisciplinary science derived or connected to such disci- 
plines as mathematics, logics, linguistics, paychdlogy, informatics, ope- 
rative research, graphic arts, comfnunicat ion, librarienship, management , 
etco " 

A ims of the "Sc hool fo r Documenta lists and Special Librarians '^ 

The aims of this School Bre to train personnel who wiil work 
at sprcial and university libraries, documentation and information cen- 
tres^ lobDratoriffs, public offices and inou atrial firms. 

Tn organize a School for documen talists which does not presen- 
tly exi?t in our country. Ir this way library teaching' is characterized 
and over! -'jpping with existing schools of 1 ihrarianship is avoided. 
In Lp fUata, thr? specifically library * training is an charge of. the t:s- 
cunln Superior de Hih 1 io t e<:o In gl a that comas under the provincial Cover 
n'T pn t . The purno se cf th i 5 new Schon 1 nf La Plata jNia-tionar- Uni versi ty 
is to train srpciali?^ts in infor:/i'3 tion science, ih the use of sources 
and reference services in order thnt they can collaborate with resear- 
chers, professors, tF?rhniciapp , public officials and students^.^ In the 
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setting up of this 5c;hoolvit has alr;n been taken into account the tech- 
nolngicB.1 and socio econnmic aspects of the area which is under the in- 
fluence of La H.l;Jtri Nationdl University. . 

Aoftdem ic and adm i m i str at ive dep ei2 d en c e 

To determine the convenience of the fact that this School 
wnrks in the Un i vers i ty . flen t r a J Librnry, the following antecedents ha- 



ve been taken into account as far bs the academic and administrative 
aspects are concerned: 
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a) The experiencp of more advanced countries in the dnve.lnp- 
ment nf this discipline and where similar schonJswork* With reference 5.;, 
to the inclusion of Schools of Librarians into the structure of nniver- 
sity libraries, two wall known specialists -L. Wilson and M» Tauber- ^ 
say in "La biblinteca uni versitaria*\ Uni6n P anamer i can 3 , 19 63 : *'The ^ 
librarian acts as Director of the Library and Dean of the School, and 
manages both budgets, controls both group^of employees and is free tn J- 
join as he wish-vs both the interests of library and school. Presently, 
several of the oldest and best reputed schools for librarians are un- "V 
der the control of heads who also manage the libraries. In general, a ■{ 
librarian-dean in pnid higher than a librarian is; he belongs to the 
teaching staff and therefore he has direct contact with the whole tea- A- 
ching staff to wir:h -as we already said- he belongs. The problems that 
these two types of or gani antions pose include both teaching and admi- 
nistrative relations". 

b) The axirtence nf an ideal Inboratof'y of work such es the 
Documentation Centre of thr? University Library, 

c) As a coordinating instrument of the library system, the 
Central Library keeps a close rel^jtion with all the University schools 
through their represant^^ti ves , i.e. the professors who make up thf3 
Library Advisory Commission and at the same time act as the School 
Academic Advisory Committee. 

d) The Central Library has class-rooms specially fitted for 
teaching purposes and the students have the oportunity to know the 
Library works. 

e) The adminiintcfiti ve orgnni^atinn of the Library facilita- 
tes the activities nf the School without an increase in personnel ex- 
penses. 

Dependenc e * 

The !:)chool for Documental i sts and Special Librarians comes 

under the chief authorities of the University (i.e. it comes under ' ' 

the Superior Council or under the Presidency^ as far as the academic "\ 

or the administrative aspects are concerned)',^ ■ ^^V- 

■ y 

P lace and timetable ; La Plata National University Library. Monday 
through Friday since 4 pmo . •. 

Lihrarianship stud i es planning ■■'^ 

Librarianship studies are made up of compulsory courses 
(t heoretical and practiccil ) and np tional cou rses which will let the /<. 
students to choose from according to their own interesti .V 

Nevertheless, accordinc tn the system of credits the stu- 
dentswill have to include n definite number of optional courses to 

./. 
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reach the totnl number of crpdits required to obtain the diploma. 

Systems of c redits 

Taking into account that the plan of studies cnv/ers a'hi^]h 
number of spRcial courses and that the student has the possibility to 
choose from option;-! courses, a unit of v^3lue cdilei "credit" for each 
sub j net . 

Academic ad m ission r e qui re m ent p; 

a) complete secondary school studies* 

b) basic LrKjiish and French knowledge* 'The students who have 
this basic knowledge and are able to read and trarislnte th«se lanque- 
gues into Spanish^ will be nllowed to sit the examinations of the trai- 
ning courses at the School of h)umanities of Lo Plata University as 
free students. If they pnss these exRminations they will be allowed 

to start 1 i brar ianship studies. The rnst of the students must attend 
the trciining courses aire-cjy mentioned, at the School of Humanities 
and sit and pass the examinations before nbtai ning the' 5{J of the cre- 
dits required for the dipinma. 

c) snne knnwledne or typewriting. The students will be tes- 
ted on this matter. 

d) preparatory entrance course 

e) personal intt^rview about the students vocet-'on at the mo- 
ment of enrollment. 

Requirement to obtain th? diploma 

b) to have nbtuined bB crfitjits, 63 of which must belong to 
the compulsory rnurses. 

b) to have worked in a librnry lUU hours running. 5t)^ of them 
will be accomplished in La Plata University Library anrJ the rest Crm 
be accompiishe?d in other librarips that the Direction of the School 
consideries more suitable from the point of view of thsir organization, 

c) during the dnvelopment of their studies the students must 
pass two written tests on iibrariannfiip subjec^:s. 

d ) TIjFjy must also write a mono g rap h . 

e) They must have thf^ tiU/t of the attendance to the classes. 
The attendance is cdmpulsory and np freee pupils are admitted. 

Dipl omn granted 

■1- • Uocumpn tal i st . Hequirement: Fulfi?. the requirements ta 
obtnin the diploma* See points a,b.c,d and above* 7he 
6H credits and the other requirements can be f ulf iled in 
about six semesters. 

<^ • Lji^S!- c 1 a t e in do c u m n n t a t in n . Requirement : ^^o obtain the 
diplon^a in doctjmen ta tion fulfiliog the requiecement sta- 
ted i;i poin I. 

b) To or f» sent h research work 

c) To pasv four optional subjects belonging to one area 
of specialization. The choice nf these four optional sub- 
iects (high level) must be subjected to the /^dvisory Aca- 
demic Lnuncil for its approve!. If the student hes already 
tnknr^ a degree he hns only to present the research work 
stated in bK 
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Is sue of cpr t i f icn tR r> ' ■ h- 

The School of uocumentali stn and Special Librarians will ^ 
issuf! attendnncR certificates tn vncatianal students accordino tn the 
organic law of national Ar^jentine universities. * 

The diplomas sfitRd in 1 and 2 will b» granted by Plata j.^ 
University nnd the Bchool for Documental ists and Special Librarians-, 

M ethodnlGnv 

1, Thporetical and practical classes 

If 

The tr.'iining of tfocumental ist s and special librarians ^v, 
v'ho will have to pa^form their duties in university libraries, infnr- /]. 
macion onri doLurnen totion centres, compunies and public: offices, will 
hnve as a r.iin nh je^ct tn work out problems of orqani, zat ion , runn i ng v.; 
and HRnagement of servinps* The students must develop thair capncity 
of analysis and must be abln to apn^y th&ir knowledga to the actual V. 
working of the services and their (professional) tools. :V: 

The traditicinal readinq mpthod will be used but nnvRrthe- 
Inss thp debatF? method will be nut into practice as far as possible 
in order to givn thr students the chance to participate in thn class, • 

2 * L R n r n t o r y T, e t h o d 

The sti.'der-ts can wor'c individually or in groups* The Do- 
{:uniRnt?3 tinn fRntre of the La Flatf; llnivRrsity Library is an excpllent 
laboratory to develop reference, hihl iogrephy ''and documentation work, 
and th^ sr.uiients car also practicf? information science and librarian- 
ship at the corrp-^nonding nnction of the Centre. Besides, the inv'^lua- 
hie material kept in the Library "WeF^erve'* will be equally taken into 
account for Hi^^tory of Hook, Paleonraphy and relevant subjects. 

When thp mnmpnt comes the different departments of the 
Central Library will be also used tn increase the student s^'experi en- 
ceinprofessionalwork^ 

3» Syllaiius ar.d basic bibliography 

At the beginning of thn academic year the teachers will 
present the biblinnraphy corresponning to the syllabus that has been 
establish-od. The teachprs will also prenarB "guides" for their cla- 
sses, ques tionai r PS , diagrams ar^d every sort of didactic meterial 
that they consider suitable for:their teaching. They will also appoint , 
the compulsory reciriing and the task that the students must perform 
on it. 

4 « Visits of study 

In different opportunities and with study purposes, the ■ • 
students will visit dacum£>nt atior: centres, libraries, graphic works 
and other institutions considered of interest for the students'pro- 
fessinnal and tecf^nical training^ 



Er» t r an c e course 

This course has been planned for the students have a wide 
vi€^w of the charrtc teris ti cs of 1 ibrari anship studies and their oro- 
feaional po sib i 1 i t i es . This course is delivered every year at the 
beginning of tfie academic year and comprises s series of readings on: 

Q - Introduction to documentary knowledge 

pDir^" ^ Introduction to technical procrssing 

MifliifflMffifl^iin ^ Introduction tn modern mathematics 



- Gesneral view on histnry of book and libraries. 
Exrjmi nations 

, For cnuraes number lUii , 1U3^ 1LJ5, 1111,114 , 1X5 the students 
will have to sit two partial exams and for courses number 101,l[j3 A, 
lU4,lU6,lua,lU9,ll6,nB,lieA,llPH,l24 and 126 the students will sit 
only one partial exam, T^lB5e f)r'3rtit^l exams may be quest ioneires , 
tests or any other sort of proof the teacher considers more conve- 
nient. Final axans will be writt'en and oral. The students must pass 
the practical work of each couine as well as the pertinent seminary 
courses to be allowed to sit the final examinations. 

There will he examination calls in December, March and Ju- 
ly but nevertheless, tht? 'jchooi Direction cari'-for special reasons- 
appoint additional cells if these do not disturb the normal running 
of the School • 

Thn subjects attendance and the practical work correspon- 
ding to these subjects will be valid for^thiee years^ 

bcholarsh ips 

The School will try to obtain scholarships from the Univer- 
sity and from national and international or ga n i zp t io ns for librarian- 
ship students to improve their knni/ledne and to go an with .their 
studies. 

Sem i naries and let:tures 

Due try the dynamic charfjcter of librBrianehip education, 
seminaries and lertures delivered by speciBlists on different spe- 
cial and practicf3l subjects will be sponsored and arranged* 

F unctioni n y str u cture 

The bnhnnl will be ruled by a Director who will be its 
highest authority and by a Secretary. 

Ac ademi c advis ory cnunci ] 

The School will hijve an academic Advisory Council which 
will be made up nf the members who form the Advisory Committee of 
the University Library. The teachers who form this Advisory Commi- 
ttee represent the different schools and high institutes of the Uni- 
versity o 

The Acc^jdemic Advisory Council will act as an advisory 
body to the School in such aspects as the School regulations and 
their modification?^, th^* competitive contests to eppoint teachers 
and in all other aspects referring the training of technical staff 
whn will work in research centres, libraries and professorships of 
the University, 

Acad em ic Co unci] 

The tenchers of the School with 3C or more teaching hours 
and two representative students will form the School Acadewic Coun- 
cil, The representative students will be chosen annually among the 
the candidates whn ht^ve the highest marks and s higher number of 
credits, 

October 19T1 
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DEVELUPMEMT UF THE CuUKSEEi 



Course nurrber CoursR 


Credi t 


Hou^r s 


lu 1 


Introduction to oocumentciry knowIeuQe 


— 

2 


Ml. 

in 




Cat B J. 0 Q u i nr] 1 


4 


i4U 


i U .3 


dibiioyraphy and reference 


4 


75 


JL U J /* 


ArgentiPB and Lstinoarnerican bibliofjraphy 


1 


5 


1 LJ 


Selection ^nd acquisition 


2 


21) 


J. IJ D 


Library and book history 


4 


4Q 


4IU u 


Bonk production - braphic arts 


2 


2G 




Co pyrirjht ifwoixxc«jf«iliiRa 


1 


5 


10 a 


Administrative science 1 


3 


15 


1U9 


Mdminist rati ve scifuice I I 


3 


. 2D 


no 


University librari^js nrrjani.zation 


3 


20 


114 


Cntaloru ing I I 


4 


12Q 


115 


Classif icRt ion i 


4 


3U 


116 


Uocumentnt ion • 


4 


30 


117A 


Special bihiingraphies-hurnanities 

I. Philnsnphy 

2» Universal literature 
3, Argentine literature 
4* UniverFal history 
5. Argentine history 
6 • Geo n rap h y 
7» Lriuratioriaj d.cjences 

8, Socjolo-^y • 
y . ten nnmi l:b 

in* Law ami social sciences 

II. Art 

] 2 , Architecture 


3 . 


2B 




Special bib licgrapfvi en- Exact and natural 








1. M^sthematics sciences 3 


34 




2. Phy9.ics 








3, Chemistry 








4. Zoolnijy 








5, Uotnny 








6* Agriculture 








7. Hiorriedicins 








a . Veterinary sciences 








9. Engineering 








lU. Technology *i 








11 , ueolouy 




20 


IIG 


Information processing- Automat. ion 


3 


llflA 


iMon-conventional tools 


3 


20 


1.18 H 


Analysis of systems 


3 


30 


120 


Rep rography 


2 


10 


122 


Wesearchmethnds 


1 


5 


124 


Flemcnts of mathemnnics 


4 


3U 


126 


Classification 11 


3 


25 
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Course number 



Credit Hours 



inc. 


PalBorjraphy 


1 


6 


111 
III 


Public 1 i b r i e s 


1 


3 


112 


[•"rimary schnoJ libraries 


1 


3 


113 


Chilrirpn libraries and literature for children 


1 


3 


119 


Audiovisual servicRs 


2 


lU 


121 


Psycholoijy of readers 


2 


1L1 


123 


fio ok ed j. t inn 


1 . 


5 


125 


Archives 


2 


IQ 



Total: 
Credits: 74 
Hours: 8U4 

October 1971 
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